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Ortns >m KngUmd.Tke Portion Enrolment.

ri>n'- en Ike Second Reading.Minitteriol Mm
» jtr,hi fkirty-nine.Third Reading en 2M.Popular

ftoHntl Againtt IIie Bill.Austria and Pruui*.Tke
.jrta,y Sat\Jl(d.Baron Utedom Sent by the King of

to JiiwIhh to Negotiate.Difficult Oame for
.Vole of tkamJa by the Britiik Parliament to

0* Armp and Navy cf Piance. Utiett from Sebatto-
ri m. souli at Madrid.England and Sardini*-
BHtkt, rfc *«
We have had ft mlnirteriftl erlsls here, and for ft mo-

? Mm prevailing idea that the ministry would
w keen in ft minority, >nJ have resigned. The cause

ml trials ia the .o-ealled "Enrolment of Foreigner.
MO," brought In by the government, demftnding the im

formation of ft foreign legion, with ft draft of
II mo to come to England »h a depot. The first wording
«f U>e bill waa no cluraay that It appeared ft* 1/ it waa

fv- intention of the government to garrison England
wit* foreigner*. The indignation throughout the coun.

toy waa immeaae, and on the aecond reading, er«n after
the bill had been modified in committee, a determined

ation waa .hown in both houae.. In the Lord*, tho
IhM been read . third time; and on Tue"d^nl«"'lk« Common!, it waa read a aecoud time. AfUr ft jro

1 debftte, the numWa were for the seoond read g
Ml arain.t it 202; majority for minister., 39. The
aMtan announced their intention of reaigniag had
fee, been defeated. There will be another henry debate
to-»Mbt on the third reading in the Commona; but m
moot of the leading members of the opposition have al¬
ready ipoken, it wiU probftbly pass. In all probability,
«ke telegraph will bring you the result.

-jVe following is a copy of the bill, »s amended on re¬
port It 1« entitled " Ac Act to permit Foreigner^ beabated and to lerre as Officers and Soldiers in her
to0««ty'a Forces." Thy fifth clause here printed was
¦Irnck ont in the House of Lords last night
Whereas it is expedient that her Majesty, during the

.aatinnance of tho war, ahould be enabled to enlist andJlaploy foreigners in her arm, be it therefore enneved
Vy the Queen' » Moat Excellent Majesty, by and with thelivtee and consent of the lx>rdn spiritual and tempora
m4 Commons, in this present Parliament assembled,
.. the authority of the mme, hr follow*
1 It ahall b« lawful for her Majesty to cause to be en^Med as soldiers into her service persons not beingiTV.aJVrn subjects or entitled to the privilege. ot

aatnral born subjects of her Majesty, who
Wrilv enter themselves for such service, and to grant2£n£,i,ai<,n. or letters of service to »ny such per«ona to
¦arve as officers, the persous ao enlisted and comrals
mioned to be formed Into sejjarato regiments, battalions
>md ceres and such enlistment, commission, and the
Mrrice tuereuuder, shall be as lawful as if such persons
««re natural born subjects of her Majesty.

2 Provided always, that the men serving under this
Mt shall not be employed in the United Kingdom **cePt
for the purpose of being trained, arrayed, and^or"*^tato regiments, bftttalions, or corps for foreign »«rTio®>
and except such bodies ol reserve as may be kept In the
United Kingdom for training and arraying recruits, and
for anpplying vacancies in such regiments, battalions,
or corns and that there shall not be within the United"i£dSm more, in the whole, than 10,000 men .erring

.b. ...bjnj.r Ifcia act Shan U> atteatad in «ncb manner nih«l
ti shall direct, and not otherwise; and all pOcer», non-
Mmmissioned officers, drummers, and private soldiers
enlisting or commissioned under this act shall take such
oath for their fidelity durmg their continuance '
Majesty'* service as her Majesty shall direct, and no

C<4* Subject to the provisions herein contained, all of¬
ficers non-commissioned officers, drummers, or private
soldier. serving under the provisions of this act, shall
k, .nbiect to nil the provisions contained In any act for

time being In force "for punishing mutiny and de-JSrtlim andwrthe better payment or the army and
their nuarters," and the Articles of War made in pur¬
suance thereof In the same manner to all mtonta and
purposes as »ny of her Majesty's regular forces are sub-

^6 UsWlTlawful for her Majesty, if she we fit, to
make «nv supplemental Articles of War to be applicableIISecLny to persons who may be enlisted or commis-l^ned Jnder this act, and thereby to vary or control
mv Articles or War for the time being in forceSS the restrictions and prorlsons conUn.Kl
. -ct for the time being In force, Tor?nnish!n* mutiny and desertion, and the better paymentIf the irmy 2nd their quarters,'' in relation to Art.oles*f w«r ma^e thereunder, shall be applicable to such

«r,?nd until one year arter the ratification of a defi-
nitive treaty or peace.

In ibe Lords, the Earl or Ellenborongh was the chief
.nnoteat of the bill, supported by Urd Derby and tollow-

u. Common., IHsraell took the le»d, ana was

woa snpported by Bulwer, the novelist, and other mem-

w« of the opposition. Lord John Russell and Mdney
Herbert defended the bill. Lord John quoted precedents
*nm English history to show that a foreign legion had
in most wars bsen employed by Engll.h monarchy He
went fta f»r back aa the reign of William IU., ot Ann ,

and then brought history down to Wellington in the
j'tninsular He made a brilliant speech In a bistonca
waint of view. Bulwer, in » rerj eloquent .peeoh, showedr. English national feeling was »«*'&»<¦ Aghtingside by
ai4n with m»rc«narie«, and England was quite * ring
enough to do without hirelings. Sidney Herbert pointed
»«t the necessity ot having more troop, ready to meet

pmcriency. He did noi appeal to precedent.. A.-
¦ istnuce waa wanUd, and ought to be got. WsraeU put

John Kussell right on one point. The
,.*er Marlborough and Wellington, though in BriU.h
«, were not hirelings, but all.es-aniiliari" who hadTiruin interest in fighting with u..

net object to fight .ide by .We with rorelgner^-the bestHf was Alma and Inkermson-what the, wou d

object to wa, fighting with men who
.old only, and « th. enemy pail them better,"J^ld d'iert to a man. You will see that
therw are com aa well as proi to tbl. measure, and U.
lact if Au.tria i. in earnest, where U the necessity of
.ocuring making England pay for some thirty orjtoruthon^nd foreigner., if Au.tria has a fine army of
fate hundred thousan.l fighting men to join us?

fiur*ly the joint armies or England. France, Austria
¦ltd Turkey ought to be a match for Russia.
Ur docs the government miatruat Austria?
They hare very good reason to do so. Von will, Of

mrM, make your own comment* upon this measure,

ud the opinion of the United States will bo eagerly
.hoard, a« not being actually an interested party In the
war.
The Anatrian treaty of the 2d December waa ratified on

tks 14th. It ie mare satisfactory than was supposed,
as4 people are at a lose to explain Lord John Ruseell a

.caewnt of it before it was produced.
¦TV# Emperor of Austria has just sent a special envoy

..Paria, the bearer of ao autograph letter and the or¬

der of St. Stephen, patron of Austria, (first class) to

Mapaiooa 111. That looks well for the allies. Russia Is

¦DMoatratiog aa army close on the Austrian frontier
and Austria, on her tide, is preparing for all eveutu-
ahtiea.
Prwaaia ie much alarmed. The people are decidedly in

faror of the Western Powers, whilst the King and Court
are Russian. The King has just sent Baton Usedpm,
Isranly Prussian Ambassador at Rome, to London on

. special mission, to sound the English Cabinet. He ia

ike bearer of aa autograph letter from the King to
Qweea Victoria, and hie object ie to etipulate a special
treaty with England and France, to avoid thereby beiug
compelled to join the treaty of the 3d December.

Austria has, in fact, completely outwitted I'ruaaia ao 1
sow stands at the head of Germany.
The foreign enlistment bill will alarm Austria.
There la not a Pole, Hungarian, I/imbard ev du»con

.anted liberal In Europe that does not hope for a slap at
Baaais and eventually at Austria. Should the latter
jewer play falee, Hungary, Poland, Bohemia, Italy,
will rtaa In arms, and then all Europe will he a battle
§m.
Aantria haa diScu It cards to play; bather real into¬

nate are with the Western Powers.
Bum Csedom after visiting tandon proceeds to Paria.
ParMaasenl has unanimously passed a vote of thanks

Kthe army and navy, and also to the army a»d navy of
MM*. This compliment to our ally has been hand-

eesaaly acknowledged by the Moniteur. Every English
.eUier preeent at Alma aad Inkermann Is to have a

Mini with two claepa, and the namea of Alms and In-
maseaw are to be borne on the Saga ef the rt-gimante
that feaght there.
PVeas Sebastopol we have news to the 1.1th December

ft W^rapklc d«Jpatch of that date saye that no engage
asai had taken place; it means no battle. The MonUemr
that day publ.shee a despatch from Admiral Hamelin,
kM 12th, Ramiesch Bay, which, whilst announcing
ha arrival of 4,000 troops, rays that a hri<t< caanonv!e
ad beeai kept op and that the Ruesian* had mitde some

'ij.-ptto v* 't>e t:ntW r.*n rftip:k iu««, j

were repulsed after a fierce struggle, by musketry, ud
even at the point of tbe tajtoet.
There it nothing stirring elsewhere. A letter from

Madrid, of the 4th December, say*:.
Mr. &>ule hae had an important conference with M.

Luxuriara, Minister of Forvlgn Affairs It in raid that
Mr. Bvuie bepan by complaining of the very little kind'
.mi nhewn him, aad nn of the injustice with which he
had been treated by M. Pacheco, *» proved, be said, by
the inaottlng remark* made about hitu in the publicVournab, and particularly in the Diario Eipanol. M.
Lusuriaga defended hia predecessor. and axured Mr,
Soute that M. l'acheco bad bad nothing to do with the
Diario Ktpanol or with tbe other {journals. Mr. Seulc
tben panning to other questions, expressed% hope that
the relation* between bin government and that of Spain
wonld continue on a moat friendly footing: aad, be
added, that, upon hie part, he would do everything in
hii power^t bring all pending quettioss to an amicable
termination. M. Luzuriaga received these advances
with a necessary reserve, whilst making a protestation
of his personal desire, and of that of his government,
to reconcile the maintenance of existing rights with the
establishment of international relations founded on the
best intelligence. Mr. Soule expressed a with to visit
the public establishments of Madrid, and M. Luzuriaga
promised to give him every facility for tbe purpose, it
is impossible to explain this abrupt change in the ati-
tude of Mr. Soule, unless it be a wish on hi* part to
answer, by an appearance of a food understanding with
tbe Spanish government, the attacks made npon him
in the United States.
During the week an active business has been done in

felted States securities, more particularly in Virginia
and Pennsylvania State bonds:.
United States 6 's, bonds (1802) 101 a 102

Do. 6's, do. (1866) 108>i a 109K
Do- 6>, Insc. Stock (1867-1808) 107 a 108

Pennsylvania 6's 73 a 76
Do. 6's, bonds (1877) 78 a 80

Massachus'ts 6's, Bterllng bonds, (1868). 101 a 103
8. Carolina 6's, bonds (Baring's) (1868-68) 93 a 96
Maryland 6's, Sterling bonds 03 a 94
Alabama 6's, do. do. (1868 9-001 83 a .

Virginia 6's, do. do. (1888) 87 a 89
Do. 6's, bonds, (18W) 82 . 84

Kentucky 6's, do. (1868) 88 a 90
Canada 0's, Sterling bonds. (1870) 100 a 110
Boston 4^'s, Sterling bonaa 100 a 101
Montreal 6's, (1867-1866) 83 a .

New Orleans 6's, bonds, (1893) 82 a .
Gt. W. of 1U. 10'h, 1st mrtg. (1808) 01 a 62
Pen. Cen. RR. 6's, bonds, (1880) 89 a 90
N. Y. & Erie 7's, lot mrtg. (1808-1860) 100 a 101

Do. 7's, 3d do. (1883) 70 a 77
Do, 7'*. Convertible, (1862)... 70 a .

N. Ind 7's. 1st. mtg (GoahenBrch) (1808) 76 a .

Terre Haute and Alton 7's, (1807) 75 a .

P. S..It is reported that an offensive and defensive
treaty is on the tapis between England and Sardinia.

Our Parte Correspondence.
Paris, Dee. 19. 1864.

Efftct of the Soule Affair upon the Bourgtotie of Pari*.
Alteration of the Tone rf Public Purling Towmrds Ame¬
rican*.Mr. Soule Playing the Lamb at Madrid, after
Catting Atide the Skin of the Lion.Magnificent Oa-
deaufront Queen Itabella to the Pope.The Late ZHt-
turbance* at Preux.Curiout Discoveries in Hie Trenche*
at Stbaslopol.Pari* Gossip, dkc., Ac.
The somewhat dramatic, as well as diplomatic, affair

of Mr. Soule, has caused to prevail a marked change in
the manner of speaking of Americans among the bour-
geoitie class. The conversation up stairs has always,
you know, a corresponding effect upon the servants' hall,
and tbe spirit which has been evinced against the Ame¬
rican representative by the chief magistrate, has'stirred
up a 'pedes of bile wh ch will require time to dissipate.
The foreigners whose expenditures contribute most

largely to the success of a Paris season, aretho Russians,
the Americans and the English. The war has, of course,
removed the former and the most popular of the three.
for tbe Russians lived either in splendid hotels or beau¬
tiful apartments, and bought what they wanted without
questioning the price. They received on a. large scale,
and caused, . by cbe magnificence of tbeir soirees, a great
outlay among module*, coutourirre* and Vijoutieri, and
every class and ramification of class connected with
them. The English have entirely ceased to be what they
wereto Paris. Railroads and steamboats, with the re¬
volution of 1848, have made a great change.
But few families, and those never of high rank, or of
enormous pecuniary resources, take up their abode here
for tbe whole season. After tbe Christmas festivities,
when, about February, the heads of the families repair
to lxradon to their parliamentary duties, their wives
and dauagbters win come to a hotel for a few weeks,
till joined by the gentlemen in the Easter vacation;
after which the London seaaon commences, and all are

gone like swallows at the first menace of winter. Under
these circumstances, the Americans have gradually '

come to be the only hope of tbe Parisians. Their dis¬
tance from home, their eagerness to examine a state of
society so new as that which presents itself here; their
apirit of enterprise, which finds a mine in every church,
and treasures In every mouldering pile, as wtll as in the
Louvre, the muteums and trash libraries of the capital,
render ttiem careless of every minor consideration in the
accomplishment of their object. Whether tbe apart¬
ment be ten pounds or fifty a month it is all one to
them, so that they can hare it; and have it they will.
But this expenditure encountered, they do nut fail
to drive a very sharp bargain for all their other en¬

gagements, and are in the habit of meeting tbe compli¬
mentary salutations of the French trader with rather
an improvement oa John Bull, which by no means adds
to their popularity; and now that an opinion prevails
that they are out of favor at Court, and that they are

quite ready to fire a broadside Into France at the first
oj p< rtunlty, it is not a little curious to perceive how
acrimonious and bitter are the remark « which are made.
Mr, Soule, who, as a renegade Frenchman, is always

spoken of with the most unmeasured contempt, is, how¬
ever, still narrowly watched here; and aa the relations
betwixt France and Spain are constant, everything that
he does, as well an every word he speaks, is carefully
noted down, and 1 dare any often made a great deal more
of tban is justifiable; but the unhappy man has sown
tbe storm, and must not take it too much to heart If he
now reap the whirlwind. His interviews with M. Lu-
guriaga.the new Minister of Foreign Affairs at Madrid,
are saia to be as remarkably servile aa those with M.
I'acbeco were brusque aod'overbearlpg.
What is in tbe wild now? every one is asking, that

this fiery lion with red hot mane and tail, should thus
become a sucking dove. Ob. don't you know? Soule 'a
freaks have well nigh shipwrecked the home govern¬
ment, and tbis is all to fling dust In the good peo¬
ple's eyes, that he may be able to say, ''Call me a fire¬
brand, a stirer up of strife f Behold, I am the most
peaceable of men, and M. Lagurlaga.a cher Lagu-
naga.and I are cementing a unien between our re¬
spective countries, which will hand down our names
to posterity in the pages of immortality."In tbe midat of the financial difficulties of Spain it is
curious to learn that tbe Queen is about to present hia
Holiness the Pope with a brilliant tiara, ornamented
with three crowna of brilliants and with a great many
pearls, rubies, emeralds and sapphires, the united value
of which will be 600,000 francs, or £20,000 English.
The royal present la to be placed in a box of sculptured
sliver.
But to turn to things nearer hom«.
More information la gradually oozing out reapectlngthe disturbance at I>rcux, which I have more than oooe

drawn your attention to, and enough if now known to
prove that a very unpleasant state of feeling exists un¬
derneath the crust of society, and may one day buret
forth in a manner not very easy to be allayed.It appears that so late back as the 20th of November
this state of things had been going on, and that not till
it assumed a truly formidable riot on the 7th of Decem¬
ber was the slightest intimation of the fact permitted to
comr before the public. It was ordered by tne Prefect-
just as thn Kinprror might iasue a decree, if he thoughtfit.that every man, woman and child should walk
abroad in their night caps.that no man ahould cover
his house with straw. The people In the canton of No-
gent le-Roi rose up and rebelled against such dictation.

A riot ensued, and they were overpowered by the policeand gendarmerie, and three of their leaders consigned to
durance, lhe country took alarm, secret meetings were
everywhere held In a circle of many league*. On the
7th the authorities at Chartres were roused bythe sound of the tocsin among all the neighboringTillages. A brigade of gendarmerie and two squad¬
rons of dragoons were ordered off to breux,where were the three prisoners, and to thia place
also sent out the prefect and military commaauaut.
hoping to reach it before the rioters. But the mob had
arrived there already, broken Into the prison, and aet
free their leader*; tben turning round, with thoir num¬
bers increased by many thousands, and shouting " Fto*
la pailIt !" they met the unfortunate prefect and com
mnndant, of whom they Immediately took possession.
The government organ* wish it to be understood that
the peasantry cried "Tire I'Emptrnir !" hurrah for
straw a somewhat carious concatenation, and one
which his Majeety might perhap* think rmthsr equivocal.Amid the vociferations of the aeeb the prefect tad
general were dragged to the Mairie of Boullay Miveye.and the prefect was commanded to sign an order far the
release of the prisoners at Chartree also, and far re¬
voking the orders relative to the roofs la thatoh. This,
however, \hti refused to do; and the mob were la the
act of marching oa Chartres. carrying with thorn their
prisoner*, who had now boen in their hands three hoars,when the dragoons charged them and put them to flight,though not without a very desperate reaistaace on the
part of the peasaatrv, during which stones were hurled,and every other mlastle that could be made available. The
prefect and commandant was badly bruised, as wet*
many of the dragoon* The nest monring two battalion*
of the 63d foot were despatched from I'arie, alaee whiah
the greateet military precautions have beea taken to se¬
cure tranquillity. Yesterday a regiment of light dra¬
goons from Chateaudan were marched on to Cnartrea,
and fresh troops have been oriered to the canton of
Nogeat leRni. Judicial investigations are still in process
but affairs of this kind are looked at with aa ominous
eye la the preeeat state of France.
The moat important Item from ^bastonol la that the

engineer* have discovered a treasure which would proba¬
bly have excited the cupidity even of some of thoee

| charming person* who, at New York, are the very rer-
soaiftration ef Christians' self denial. It appears that

' the nt.at'itanta of the toe-egv 'trtrsas. in their hasty! fight,* hurled '.heir valuables tn boles, and caves, snd
1 va ,cus serrst places of tbe boosts nf t be earth .>nd that

as t.'ie sarpera nd miners proceed to tbe'r da.ly task of jWit}, K.v-#, wni

con* upon a ii<m kit of plat*, a casket of )«wels,
or a cm of |*rcbioentsj bat a few day* ago, they
were mdMy impeded bj * null inl box,
carefully eovered over with oil skin, which, on being
opened, was found to contain a bonnet, a ckaptau of
the newest mode, freih a* the day h arrived from
Pari*, and containing inside the crown the name of the
mcdUte and her address, hi the Roe de la Paix, Pari*.
It was inch a love ! with Ma exquisite marabouts, it*
?toy, tiny form, that erery soldier la the regiment mast
need* try it on and contrast the delicate hue* of it*
colors with hi* own weather beaten cheek*, and having
thus done its duty this exquisite little work of art, all
bulged, battered, and misused, was hung up as a beacon
to warn all other bonnets, I svppoae, how they ventured
to Sebastopol.

It is said, also.but, of «our*e, sach intelligence is
second in interest to the above incident.that tne corps
of General Liprandi has abandoned the height* of Balak-
lava to rejoin the Ruaftian army to the north of the
Tcboonaia, which ha* overflowed it* bank*. The Engli-h
steamers had brought 6,010 troops to Constantinople,
who, on the 9th inatcnt, were continuing their voyage
to Sebastopol.

In Pari*, tba searon may be said to be getting under
weigh, notice has been officially given, that on the
1st of Jannary, the Emperor, after receiving all the
grand tfflcials In the morning, will be happy to receive
also, every lady and gentleman at 0 o'clock, who have
been presented at the Tuilerie a, the ladies to be in
manbraux de covr, or tra ns, the gentlemen in uniform
or full dress. Tbeahaps, too, are beginning to crowd
into their windows those wondrous novelties which give¦uch a monopoly of ingenuity to the French artisans. I
shall have another opportunity of returning to this sub¬
ject. It Is sufficient for me to notice at present the new
magazine which has just been opened by Messrs. Glroux,
at tne corner of tho Boulevard des Capucine*. It con¬
sists of three stage* beside the ground floor, each Ailed
with every allnrem*nt that can beguile many from the
¦waddliug cloth to the lust stage of senility. From the
ingenious doll, with rolling eyes and squeaking lungs,
to the most exquisite eb<''nisterie and choicest pAinting
from the moat renowned masters.everything la to be
had there. A capital of something like.£100,000 is said
to be invested in these solaces for ihe heavy-laden,
whether young or old. Everybody must, at
this season, make everybody a present, and
therefore, everybody is to he seen just now at the
Messrs. Giroux. The Improvement In children's toys is
enormous. In our young days the doll was an un¬
governable block of wood, whieh now and then pro¬
duced two unpleaaant eventualtlea, from which the

fenerations that now 1*, i* emancipated, namely.a
roken head to our dearly beloved brother, and a sound

whipping to ourselves. But now caoutchouc doe* it all ;and sucn mysterious machinery finds it* way within,that if you squeexe the unconscious lovely ene fondly to
your bosom, it utter* a sound so shrill and clear, you
might imagine you were bleaaed with a nursery. Ye*,and the ram* bah, and the cows moo, and the dogs bark,till the whole thing becomes a real lire menagerie, with¬
out the necessity of catering for it. But those which
most of all are found attractive are little theatrical
boxes, about a foot square, which, on a string beingpulled, play the most charming polka, wait* or quad¬
rille ; and while the notes cliime merrily, the figures as¬
sume the most witch like animation.for the chickens
pick up the corn, and the gude woman, with outspread
agron, throws it.the grinder turns his barrel organ,
and beats time with cmiling head, while his soo duly
accompanies him with the fiddle, working bis bow back-
wards and forwards like a dancing master. BERTIE.

The Prospect* of Peace Negotiation* .Pro-
bable Policy of the Czar.

[Pari* (Dee. 18) Correspondence of I.ondon Times.]Ihe day when tne Emperor of Russia will have to sig¬
nify hi* acceptance or rejection of the last chance of¬
fered lilm is awaited with impatience; and as the 1st of
January approaches anxiety becomes more intense. The
bearer of the treaty from Vienna to St. Petersburg is. it
appears, Count Zichy, who is described as possessing
some influence with the Czar, or, at all events, as being
on a footing of intimacy with him. Count Zichy had sn
interview with Prince Paskiewitach at Warsaw, and the
departure of the latter for St. Petersburg at the same
time as the Count is slid to be In consequence of the dis¬
closures relative to the state of opinion in Europe, the
realfe«lingof the Cabinet of Vienna, nnd the calamities
which the persistence of the Emperor in his pretensionswill Inevitably bring on his country as well as on Europe
.pretensions which not even the most attaihed
or most servile of his allies has the courage to ap-

Jirove, and which have now lost all chance of success,
t is said.and we may hope It is true.that the argu¬
ments of Count Zichy, and the sombre picture he drew
of the impending danger, produced a strong impression
on the mind of the Prince, and to this impression Is at¬
tributed hia departure for St. Petersburg.
What effect they will produce on the Emperor Nlcho-

laa, remains to be seen. The time l» approaching rapidly
for his categorical snawer to the propositions of the
three Powers. From what we have seen of Russian po¬
licy, there would be nothing extraordinary if the Empe¬
ror tried to deceive the cabinets of Western Europe, with
the object of paralyzing their efforts. It is believed that,
as Russia has already signified her intention to accept
the four guarantees as a basis, or a point de depart, for
negotiation, she will make a step in advance, and, while
declaring her acceptance of these guarantees, de¬
mand to negotiate as to theii ractical application,
or at least admit the principle of these guarantees,while reserving to herself the right of diacuasing aa
to how far they ahonld be carried. It is not pro¬bable that the Powers, with the memory of the
famous Vienna note before them, will allow themselves
to be again mystified, and they know too well with whom
they have to deal to leave in doubt or uncertainty the
principle, whatever it may be, which Russia may affect
to accept; and we may be certain that they w'll not re¬
ceive as bases of negotiations any propositions that are
not dlstinet and clear to the commonest apprehension,and that will not give complete satisfaction to Europe.No overtures will be received from Ruslia that are not
precise and that do ne t bear on them the certainty of a
satisfactory Issue, and no more time will be allow'ed her
for fresh preparations to carry on the war under the
plea of negotiations That game has been played too
often and too long to be tolerated sgaln. Indeed, it is
stated here thrt the protocol which specifies, defines and
explains the treaty of the 2d in it* fullest extent ha*
been actually signed by the three Powers, and that If
the proposal to negotiate on the part of Russia be ac¬
cepted, a maximum delay to the lit of March will be
granted. In the meantime, however, no cessation ofEostilitlei on our partsril! take place. The war will atill

So on In the Crimea, and the fall of Sebastopol be ren-
ered more probable every day.

Newt from Rtyala.
THE PREPARATIONS FOR THIS YEAR'S CAMPAIGN IN

TI1E BALTIC.THE DOMESTIC TBOIBI.KS OF Till
CZA*.

[Hai nt Petersburg (Dec. 8), Correspondence of London
Timet.]

It ought not to be suppoaed in England that because Rus¬
sia remained entirely passive thin summer in the Baltic,
and allowed her ehip* to be cooped np at Cronstadt ana
.-.wciil.org, that she intend* to follow a similar course in
the eniuing campaign in the Baltic. It may with truth be
asierted that the declaration of war took Ruaaia by sur¬
prise. and that, with all the gigantic resource* she pos¬
sesses, neither the arm7 nor the fortresses were at all
prepared fer active warfare. The aame may be said with
regard to the navy, and to a much greater extent, both
in the Baltic and the Black Sea. But the extensive
preparation* now making in the imperial artenals for
putting the Baltic Beet In a condition not only to carry
on a defensive war. but even to aaaume the oflenaive, are
of such vast magnitude that they oaght not to be over¬
looked in England, or thought lightly of. The most im¬
portant of theee measures is the immedivte formatiou of
no less than twenty-aix reserve companies of ealora, or
ships' crew*, to replace tboae that may be swept off
by Britiah and French cannon balls next summer. Ac¬
cording to the Russian system, the Baltic fleet I* divided
into three diviCnn* : the headquarters of the flnt and
second being at Crooitadt. and of the third at Sweahorg.The new companine or crew* are to be formed of those
*ailor* now on furlough and those whose time of service
expires on the 18th or January next. The old line-of-
battle ship Andrea*, 84, i* to be converted Into a block
ship in lieu of the Arait, 74, which will be fitted for active
service. The new *erew three-decker building here is to
be called the Emperor Alexander, and 1* to be ready for
aerftce by the end of March next. The impracticable
old ship Emceiten, 84, Is to do duty only as ¦« harbor
¦hip. and will be replaced by the Natromennia, 74. and
receive the 8th equipage or crew. The old line-of battle
ship Kmpreas Alexandra, 84, the frigate lYoserpine, 44,and the brig Kaaansky, 20, are to be broken np as beingperfectly unserviceabM. The steaas eauadron which, a*1 informed you in a former letter.had leftHweaborg for a
cruiie on the withdrawal of the Britiih fleet, consisted
of the Kamtaehntka, 16, 540 horse power, carrying the
flag of Vice Admiral Tvinow; the Smiloi. 19, MO horse
8wer; the Olaf, 10, 4(0 horse power; the Grosses <hl, 0,0 horee power; the Chrabrol, 6, 300 horse power; the
Oremiaachoi, 6, 400 horee power; the Kurik, 0, 300 horse
power; the Otwaaehnoi, «, 400 horee power, and the Ro-
gatyr, 0, 800 hoiie power.all paddle wheel steamers.Since then another iquadron ha* left the port of Hwea-
borg and been ont on a cruise, consisting of the line-of-
battle ship Preeber, 84, with the flag of Vice Admiral
Rumjaniow; the Pnltawn, 84, the Brienne. 74, and the
Vladimir. 84.towed reepectlvely by the steem frigateeOlaf, Gremiaacfeot, Rnrtk, and Smllel At the comple¬tion of their cruiee they proceeded to Cronstadt, where
they remain for the winter. There are, therefore, four
line of battle ships and four steam frigate* lee* now at
Bweaborg than there were In the aummer.
The InAtpendame* Brtae publishes the follow log letter,dated Hamburg, the 1HH nit
We have received letter* from Finland of the 4th, and

newspaper* from Belamgfor* of the fth. After the re-
treat or the allied fleete (rem the Baltic, th* civil gover¬
nor and the eenerala in command ef the troop* were
aummoned tofH. Peterebnrg to give the Emperor an ac¬
count of the admiuiatrative and military petition ef the
province, which sodared oontidetably from the prwaenctof the fleet* Theee generals repeatedly met In council,during their stay 'in the capital, at the hotels of theWar and Naval department*, to deliberate on the most
efhctual mean* of improving and extending the system.f defence in the Interior and along the eeast. in the
event of the eembtned equadron* returning next sprangto reeume the blockade and repeat their attacks withadditional land and eee force*. In thoee cnn'ereucea

a nniform| and general plan ef defenoe, which » to
he combined with that of the Rueeian fortified place*
on the opposite side ef the Gulf of Finland, we*
diaeuseed and adopted. The fortiflcetlon* of ttwea-
b«>rg and Belamgfor*, aa well a* those of Itigaand Revel, are to be eoaeiderably increase,) end ex¬
tended on the land aide, and close to each is to he
established an entrenched camp, provided with imple.ments of war, and sufllciontty sparinu* to accommodatethe number ef troop* the generals mav con«..'.er neoes-
eary for the defanee ef the ceentry The military com
maoder of Riga had recourse to U>* same means of de¬
fence practiced at Behnstepol to prevent war veeaela
from forcing a paeaage into the port, and had suak atit* entrance several vessels laden with hnfe blocks of
granite, which obstructed the passage even fcr mer
chantment of sntall draught. when the fleets of F.ugland and France flrst made their appearance ia the Ral
tic, the beat pilot* ef the ialee of Aland abandoned the r
hemes and boate to avoid aervinr on board the nllt«d
ships, and retired to Finland. The conduct of the oilon
was duly appreciated at St. f'etcr<burg, an I, in or.ter to
rewmten'e tktm. the Fmperor has reetowed au tl>tmindiriJually stlrsr medal*, whieh the* ar» eutberire.1 to
wwtf, tf vf

the order of Vladimir. At th% elose of November the
tbeiBcmcter at Htlaingfora hod already faHeo to 14
degrees below freeiisg point; the adjoining aea wan
covered with ice, »nd the navigation had completelyceased.
Die following private letter, dated the 8th ultima, has

been received from St Petersburg r.
In eonsoquence of the receipt of the affair of the 5th

of November, the Empires has had a serious sad even
alarming relapse. The courier found the Bmperor in
the apartment of the Empress, awaiting the mews W+th
feverish impatience, and when the truth was declared
to him he could not restrain hie feelings, bet broke out
into the strongest expressions of dissatisfaction and an¬
ger against his generals and his army. One exclama¬
tion whieh escaped htm respecting hie sons greatlyalarmed the Empress, wfco was aware that they were
with the army at Sebastopol: sho feared that some ter¬
rible calamity had befallen them, seeing the agitation of
ber husband, and she fainted away. She remained for
Rome time Insensible ; and it was with much difficul¬
ty that the Emperor and attendants succeeded in
restoring her to animation. She became more calm
when informed that nothing had occurred to her
eons: but her health h»s seriously suffered from
the fhock caused by the defeat of the army at
Inkermann, and she has now to struggle against
an increase of debility and a low fever. The
greatest alarm is felt for her, and her recovery is
considered very doubtful Indeed. The solemnities of the
anniversary of the accession to the crown were very
limited thin year; they were confined to a mere religious
service in the churches. Amid the fears which the

Sresence of the allied fleets has occasioned ns, and the
anger they yet menace, you can scarcely have an idea

of the desperate effortB making here to complete the
armaments of every kind for next spring, Tlie Orand
.Duke Constantine takes no repose. He is at one moment

in the arsenals of St. Petersburg, again atSweaborg, and
then at Cronstadt, inspecting everywhere fleets, arse¬
nals, foundries, and all the troops connected with those
departments.
The Emperor is often obliged to moderate this exces¬

sive ardor, in order to avoid alarming the population.
We have several ships of the line in the admiralty
docks, tne screws for which are already advanced in
execution. Of the guard (d' elite) we have here at this
moment only the regiment of Preobrashenski, with its
reserve battalions. Of the rest, two divisions are on
the march for Poland, and the third is partitioned in the
Baltic provinces. The letters we. receive from the Cri¬
mea relative to the disasters eau*ed by the hurricane of
the 14th state that the corps of Dannenberg, a part of
which was en route for Bakshiserat, haa suffered par¬
ticularly. Their condition <b ot the most frightful kind
from want of provisions, as well as the tempest. Many
chiefs of divisions who had been wounded in the affair of
the iithhave died of their hurta.

I Bee that foreign Journals say a good deal about the
" pacific disposition!" of our court. This I believe to be

completely a mistake. The contrary is the truth. Per¬
sons placed in a very good position at the court declare
in the strongest manner that neither the imperial family
nor the high functionaries of the empire manifest the
faintest desire to accept unreservedly the conditions pro-

£osed by the Western Powers. As to Austria, every one
ere is furious against her, particularly since the com-

irnnication which was made by Prince Gortschakolf.
.< Russia will never forget or forgive her perfidy," cried

a lady the other evening in the saloon of M. ...
.> For

my part I am ready to give, at thin moment, as a contri¬
bution, one hundred of my serfs to the regiment of chas¬
seurs." Three days after, the niece of the lady in ques¬
tion was appointed one of the ladies in waiting to the
Empress, but the Emperor, at the same time had an ad¬
monition conveyed to her to be cautious how she spokeof politics in society, and particularly in saloons which
the attaches of the Austrian embassy frequented.
The Landing of Sir Charles Napier at Port**

month.
A Portsmouth correspondent of the London Times,

writing on the 18th ultr<no, says:."Vice Admiral Sir
Charles Napier, K. C. B., disembarked from the Duke of
Wellington in the Fire Queen steam tender at Spithead,
shortly before 9 o'clock this morning, snd, with his llaij
at the fore, steamed up to this harbor. When ofT the
saluting battery he left the Fire Queen in the Port Ad¬
miral's barge, and was steerpd to the town sallyport,
alongalde the Victoria pier. Notwithstanding the severe
inclemency of the weather, (it had been blowing hard
all night, and raining heavily all morning,) and the
early hour of disembarking, a large concourse of the in¬
habitants of Portsmouth assembled on the Victoria
pier, (which was handsomely dressed in flags in token
of welcome,) and on the walls of the garrison to greet
Sir Charles. These increased in number, after he land¬
ed, and they cheered him most vociferously as be passed
up '.he town on his way to the Port Admiral's, where be
breakfasted. Information of his arrival having been
sent to Merchlstoun Hall, Lady Napier and Cclonel Na¬
pier arrived early this forenoon at the George Hotel to
meet tbe Admiral, who left Portsmouth for the Admiral¬
ty by the 4.2fi train on the Southwestern Railway this
afternoon. The gallant Admiral looked in good health
and spirits. Merry peals were rung from the parishchurch bells in honor of his safe return.

Opinion In England o* Mr. Pierce's Stealage.[From the London Times, Ike. 19.1
The annual nx-sm^e of tlie President of the United

States presents a striking contrast to the interests and
events which at this time so powerfully affsct the go¬
vernment* of Europe, and it materially differs in tone
from the adressea previously delivered by Mr. President
Pierce. We observe with satisfaction that he now ab¬
stains from any attempt tj irritate and excite the feel¬
ings of the American people against foreign countries, or
to raise pretensions inconsistent with the rights of other
Ststes; while a very considerable portion of the messageis devoted to an elaborate exculpation of the American
government from the censure justly incurred, both at
home and abroad, by the outrageous attack of the Cyan*
on the undefended settlers and trader* of (Jreytown.The principal interest of the United Mates in the
present war arises from its effect on tlieir own position
as neutrals, and the statements of Mr, Pierce on this
subject are not without importance. The measures
taken by the French snd English governments at the
commencement of hostilities were or a nature to disarm
the remonstrances of the neutral maritime States, and
to extend the fullest protection to their trade, even in
the produce of the belligerent countries. It seems,
however, that the Cabinet of Washington availed Itself of
this opportunity to nrge upon vhe belligerents the per¬
manent recoguition by general agreement of the princi¬ples of maritime law which have been admitted by wayof exception in the present contest, and. in fact, to revive
the engagements of the armed neutrality of 1780. The
Kmperor (<f Kussia expressed his readiness to comply with
the proposition, a circumstance the lesa to be wondered
at, as the result of the preaent war already shows
that Russia is absolutely dependent on neutrals for
the maintenance of her maritime trade, and a convention
has accordingly been concluded between Russia and the
United States on this point. The King of Naples has
likewise expressed his readiness to adhere to the doc¬
trine of free ships and free goods, and the King of I*rus-
.ia sccomt>aaied his aaaent with a suggestion for an ad¬
ditional article to the convention, renouncing altogetherthe practice of privateering. To this proposal the Ame¬
rican government demurs, and, although the example of
all the belligerenta In the present war haa proscribed
that most barbarous practice of maritime warfare, Mr.
Pierce still appears to regard It aa one of the most
essential reiources to which the American govern¬
ment could have recourse in the event of hostilities
with one of the great maritime Powers At the
same time be adds, that if the leading Powers of
Europe concur in proposing, Us a rule of international
law, to exempt private property upon the ocean from
seirure by public armed cruisers aa well as by pri¬
vateers, the United States declare that they will readily
meet ua on that broad ground. To that reault we have
no doubt tkat the practice of modern warfare is gradu¬
ally tending, for it is impoaaible to maintain any perma¬
nent system between the ancient and absolute rule of
the sea, which subjected enemy's property to capture
under all circumstance*, and the concession of freedom
of trade by private persons of all nations during war.
except in so far as trade msy be restricted is contraband
of war or by the rules of blockade. This country, aa a
great naval power, might loae by such a concision one
mode 0f harassing the enemy; but thia country, aa a
great trading power, would gain Infinitely more in a
war with such maritime Statea aa France and the United
StatA by securing ber own mercantile communications;
for the grand reaulta of war are to be attained only by
the successful employment of the public forces, and not
by the seixure of private property
No greater proof could be given of the amicable rela¬

tione of thia country with the United Statea than the
conclusion of the treaty which opened the navigation of
the St. Iawrence, settled the fisheries dispute, and re¬
moved all restrictions from the trade betwesn the Bri¬
tish North American colonies and the American Union.
Although some legislative matures are still required in
both countries to give fuD effect to this treaty, ft baa at
once been carried into effect aa far aa circumatancea
would allow, and the beneficial reaulta of the meaaure are
already felt by the aubjecta of the Brttiah crown at well
as by the cltiteoa of the Uaited States.
The relations of the American government with that

of Franoe are briefly but not discourteously adverted to,
and the difficulties which had arisen out of a supposed
affront to the French Consul in California, and to Mr.
Sou 1<- on Lis way through France toSpain. appear to have
left no serious impression of an unfavocable character.
No direct alluaion la made to the affairs of Cuba, and
the late changes in the government of Spain impended
for a time the negotiations with the Cabinet of Wash¬
ington on thia and other suMecte; but Mr. Pierce ex¬

presses a desire that auitable arrangements may be
made "for restoring harmony and preserving peace be
tween the two countries".an expression which impllee
that their present relations are aot entirely harmonious
or pacific. It deserves to be remarked that the Ameri¬
can government claim, aa a matter of right, exemption

the payment of the Sound duea to the Daalah
government, and thia data Is ssade at a time when the
principle ef tbeae dues lastrongly contested by Prussia
and some of the other North German States For seve¬
ral centuries these dteee have been more or less a sub¬
ject of contention bstVeen Denmark and the maritime
powers, and It would be deeteable that the question
should be equitably adjusted The American govern-
mot gives notice of terminating it. existing commer

cial treaty with Denmark, in order to bri^ .eee claims
aadet review.
We ahall not follow Mr. Pieree into bla attempt to de¬

fend the unwarrantable attack upon (Jreytown, which
has already been judged in every port of the world as it
deeervM. The effort made to wipe off this stain from hie
administration ia a proof that the guilt of the traaaoc-
tion la not unfelt by its authors; for. although they pro¬
fess to describe the. unfortunate iababitaota of Grey-
towu aa advrntuTera, who repudiated the control of
every Power whatever. It is not oakoown in the United
States that many of them were American cltlsens, nod
that their claim to occupy Greytewe was at least as

good as many of the pretensions advanced by President
pierce himself Greytowo wna, !n fact, a free town,
likely to rice into commercial importance by its posi¬
tion on the flan Juan di Nicaragua As one of the
termini of the projected canal, It was under the ex¬

press protection of the convention recently signed
by the United Mates and Great Brltaio; end it le

a disgraceful misrepreecntatlon of facta to deeeribe
theae tracers of Oreytown as "a maraudme establish
ment. too rlangerons to be disregarded, and too guilty
to rasf unpunished, and yet incapable of being treated
;n ar.y ether way than as a pirat.cal resort of outlaws,
era cs»r of s»»agea " ?och aeguage lc at ieast an

asual in lbs official communication at the head of the
MT tf U* ft MM atbvfc

The revenu* tl the United State* continue* hi no'
flourishing a condition that the surplus of the year will
amount to filtMB militant «f dollars, ud the I'reaident
renews hi* recommendation for th« reduction of the
import duties, from which there abundant financial re-
eource* are aimoat exohifirely derived. At the aame
time he propoaea aa addition of four regiment*.twe of
Infantry and two of<avalry.to the United States army,
and be call* the attention of Congreis to tike inade¬
quate ¦tat* of the nay The procre** in the naval
power both of Enpand ana nance ha* bees »o
rapid and *o coloanal within the lait three year*,
that "the disproportion between the maritime force* or
Europe and tbo*e of America la more than ever felt by
the government of the United State*. At the same time,
we observe with pleaiure that the President recommends
the introduction of stricter provlaion* in the law* regu¬
lating the merchant *ervice, with a view to diminish the
number of the frightful accident* at eea, which have
cauied such large and frequent los*ea of property and
life.
Upon the whole, thia message, which u considered

tame at Washington, haa at leaat the merit of being la-
ofrensiv**abroad. ft i* not very correct in it* language,
or very statesmanlike ia it* view*; it leave* the more
difficult questions of the policy of the United State* un-

¦olved; but it furniahea freah evidence of the prosperity
of the country, and nothing u more creditable to the
n*Utution* of the United State* than the fact that the

i (fair* of the commonwealth do not *uffer materially
< ven in the hands of those who have but amall claim* to

political foresight or ability.

The English View the Herman Emigration
to America.

[From the London Time*, Nov. 21.]Tbe ministerial argument* and admission* point to
the German* as the moat hopeful element of the intend¬
ed foreign brigade. It i* Germany whose independencei* tbe moit threatened, for the weitern boundary of the
Slavonic race i* everywhere Teutonic; the two race* are
Intermixed, and the Emperor of Buaala, having already

a large number of Teutonic subject* I* prepared to take
more. Certainly, at thia moment, all the unpleaaant
ideas of preponderance, menace, danger and *o forth,apply to tbe unhappy relation Russia some year* agoestablished with Austria, and before that with Pruaaia.
Through these two" Powers the Czar has a certain ab¬
normal influence overall Germany, so that every King,
Prince, Duke or other potentate of Germany who wiahe*
for tbe sweet* of an inglorious peace, had better make
things imooth with hi* colossal neighbor

If Turkey i* to be devoured first, Germany come*
next In the rotation of tha Northern Polyphemu*. Then
it *o happen* that Germany, having always provoked
tbe ambition of conauerors, both from it* convenient
central position. ana perhaps Btill more from the un¬
paralleled ulacitude and patience or it* people, ha*
always been jobbed and kncckel about in the great
market of war. The armies of its smaller StaAe* have
always been open to an engagement, and, under manydifferent' name*, figured a* our auxiliaries and mer-
cenarle* in the late war, as they had done in many a
former war. But the moit remarkable and hopefulpoint bearing on the question remains to be told. Next
to England, German/ ia the moat emigrating country in
the world. Crimped and cabined in it* territory, not
*o much for lack of space as from tbe want of a
seaboard, and the many unfortunate political cir¬
cumstance* that have fettered and checked its proiperi.
ity, Germany vitnettet every year , not without tome
mi*i i -ing the departure oj thirty thousand of ittnatiue*,
generally to the united Statet of America. It make* a
vain, not to say a misdirected effort, to retain them, by
compelling so many years of military service that they
are tied to the country till they are twenty-Rix or
twenty seven, when they can receive letters of aliena¬
tion or denaturalization, and detach their allegiance
from their well-beloved, but poverty stricken ratner-
land. The effect of a long term of military service un¬
der these condition* is, that the young conscript ia ever
looking forward to the time when he will be emanci¬
pated, not only from arms, but also from his country;
and be a citizen, not of Germany, but of the
world. As the period of liberty approaches the
German feels evidently a very strong temptation
to avail himself of his privilege! Those wan¬
dering propensities of tiis race, to which we owe the chief
element of our own mixed population, grow by suppres¬
sion. He break* loose like a boy from school, and
plunges at once into new scene* and sentiments. This
spirit i* evidently on the increase. All over Germany,
but chiefly in the cities of the Rhine, may be seen offices
of emigration, where any young man may enter and be
put in the way. He ban only to put down his money,
and he will be undertaken for from the spot he stands
on to a full grown (ierman community in the interior of
North America, with German newspapers, review*, Ae¬
rials, German politics, theology, and fashions.
Now lit is plain, though of course we speak wholly

wltlirut authority, that some members of our govern¬
ment have looked with a somewhat c vetous and specu¬
lative eye on this annual migration of simple, innocent,
orderly industrious Germanism. There is something
In the very look of a mild, blu« eyed, flaxen-haired
young German, that suggests the idea of exploita¬
tion. It is our belief that if anybody with suitable man¬
ner and air were to approach a body of twenty average
Germans, and represent himself as a Minister of Police
tent for the purpose, they would surrender into his
hsnds the content* or alt their pocket* and as much of
their clothe* as he chose to require. They are made to

be fleeccd, and fleeced they certainly are.not merely In
being stripped of tbeir worldly possessions, but in being
governed wholly at tbe discretion of their rulers. But
10 much excellent material of eitiliiation and political
power flowing annually through thit country, atM bett
channel to America, hat excited the patriotic cupidity of
our rulert, who view it much at a Halmouth flthermandrift a shoal of mackerel, or an Orkneyman a '.tchool"
of lively young bottlenoied whalet We want men,
that In, of the well-behaved, obedient, easily.
organited class. At for the Irith, troublesome
at all timet, they have gone.that it, the sur¬
plus it gone.gene with a vengeance. But these
Germans; you may see them in crowds at the
London Docks, and other resort* of emigrant ships,looking peaceful and ingenuous. Their courag« and en¬
terprise. however, are undoubted, and they are evi¬
dently prepared for peace and for war. It ha* sug¬
gested itself that these.at least the portion that has
gone through military service.ma.v be tempted to
serve a year or two longer under the flag ot this coun¬
try. What Is more likely t* an that some thousands of
young Germans, released from service at home, but
without means to emigrate, may seek the means here?
Asy, more, It may be presumed that most of these
Germans would rather go to our Astralian colonies,
where labor is in very great demand ani the digging.* at
hand, than to the United States, where the demand for
mechanics and artisans has lately been very slack.
So, if we understand aright some hints in the
ministerial speeches of Tuesday, it has occurred
that Germans fr.m 26 to 30, who have passed through
the service at home, and happen not to have the means
of emigration, may serve us for a period of years, at the
expiration of which they will receive a free passage to
otir Australian colonies sn object for which so many
thousands of our own people are pining at home.

It is. Indeed, by a strange destiny that England, so
long the chief mart of commerce, and lately opened vir¬
tually to the whole world, should become alto the great
centre and channel of emigration, and now it seems not
unlikely the chief mart of war. War inevitably follows
in the track of peace, for it goes with men and material,
with prosperity, with ambition, with abundance, wltli

Cwer. Anything maybe brought iutoEngiand, andany-
dy may land on our shores and enter this metropolis.

There is no asaing questions. What ia more, anybody
and anything that have come here may leave at discre¬
tion. Thus we have become not only the safest and
most eonvenieat place for storing commodities of which
the ultimate destination ts not certainly known, but
also the best place for a German, or any other foreigner,
to take up hi* residence for a while, and look about him.
Al to the measure for employing snd embodying these
men, our objections to It have been stated without re¬
serve. We still feel great misgiving as to its success,
hut none will more rejoice to be disabused than our¬
selves. It haa been virtually adopted by 1'arlis.ment;
the ground upon which It is principally supported is that
it will give us immediately a larger trained force than
we can ebtain as speedily by any other means, and we
will not be to unpatriotic as to write a word which can
Impede ita prompt and complete execution.

Coast of AMca.
DEsntrcnoM of thk town op chrikiansanv bt

THE BRITIflH SQUADRON.
The Prometheus, 6, paddle. Commander J. H. Selwyn,

arrived at Sierra Leone Oct. 28, llfc days from Gibral¬
tar. According to orders left by ths Commodore, she
immediately embarked seven ofllrers and about 120 men
of the 2d and 3d Weat India regiments, to join the force
previously sent to Accra in the Brltomart. She also
convoyed a colonial steamer with additional troops.
When the mail ateamer left Accra, on the Sth. she was
at that place, together with the ."courge, 0, paddle, Com¬
modore Adams, and the Dolphin, brigantine, Lieutenant-
Commander Webber. There had been some smart fight¬
ing with the native population, who were ia a state of
revolt, arising out of the refusal to pay duty on spirit*.
Tbe whole of the town of Christians*ad had been de¬
stroyed by the English steamers, which had lost a good
many men.

Mr. OUTrr's Afklrs.
The London 7imet of lWth ultimo says:.An attempt

is being made on the part of a gentleman named Evans,
a creditor on the estate for abeut £7.000, to make Mr.

Oliver a bankrupt. The trustees under a deed of assign¬
ment. executed on the Hh of October, and advertised In
the QattUa, at required by the statute, are opposed to
the alktr* being liquidated in bankruptcy: but, accord¬
ing to the bankruptcy* Consolidation act. the deed l«
valid if signed by six -sevenths of the creditor* against
the minority who do not sign, provided that no petition
in bankruptcy ia successfully Hied within three months
of the date of the deed of assignment. The three
months la this cam will not expire until the 7th
of January next; and, consequently, an adjudication
may be founded opon this deed of assignment at any
time before that day. -With a view, it is sup-

Ced, to -prevent an adjudication, the deed has
n so securely deposited that it cannot be

found; and the object sS the private examination
of witnesses before Mr. Commissioner Stevenson, at the
Bankruptcy Conrt, on Friday and Saturday, was to dis¬
cover, if possible, with whom ths deed was placed. With
that view, a considerable number ef persons were put
nndsr examination; but without, as yet, leading to the
discovery of tbe missing deed, all tbe witnesses dis¬
claiming any knowledge whatever of It* place of conceal
maat. lb* question therefore arts**, whether an act
of bankruptcy cannot, nevertheless, be substantiated
against Mr. Oliver. The result hinge* en a point of
law upon which the court, as yet, fie* not given its
decision, Judgment being postponed until to-morrow.
Tbe examinations wer* strictly private, greatly to the
disappointment of a large number of gentlemen who
repaired to the court in tbe expectation ef watching
tbe proceeding*. The names of th* witnesses have not
transpired but, of cours*. in such a case, ths trustees
and their solicitors, a* the parties entitled to hhv* pos¬
ses* ie c of th* deed, must have been the person* examined
to account for Ha apparent losa. Sir Georr* Stephen,
instructed by Mr. Cio**e, i* the counsel for the petition¬
ing creditor Tbe private examination was resumed

I yesterday Holiday), but with no better success. Mr.
l'f»wii«»i< rer Pteverioi will give His judgment on IIj*
point of law referred fiyr above to day If it is favora¬
ble l« th» sppilsa* or th* creditor, it I* pre* i»n»J 'l«at
a te'itlcn will leaUcitid to le filed Imusedtat' ly. The

1 oppvetw .11 th* allaiu ft Mf.

lot* the Bankruptcy Court, b«ciaM, they nr, the Amer¬
ican crei item would mim all the property belonging to
the estate on the other aide of the Atlantic, and that the
interest* cf the English creditor! would, therefore, be
damaged to that extent. On the other hand ft la argued,
that while this would no doubt be the case, the k>M
would be counterbalanced by striking from the ll*t of
creditors a number of items which, it i* alleged, would
not boar the tost of scrutiny.

Bank of England Retarna.
An aceonnt, pursuant to the act 7th and 8th Victoria*

cap. 32, for tho week ending December 16, 1864:
SmVK DCTARTMOT.

Debit. CrtiU.
Notes issued . . . £27, 369,846 Government de¬

posits £11,016,10®
Other securities 2,964,900
Gold coin and

bullion 13,360,845
Total £27,369,846 Total £27,369,84ft

BANE1NO VETAKTMJtNT.
Debit. Credit.

Proprietors' ca- Gorernment ,te-
pltal £14,663,000 curitle* £11,666,237

Kent 3,132,039 Other securities 13,><09,287
ruhlic deposits. 6,036,676 Notes 8, .130,780
Other .< 9,710,612 Gold and silver
Seven day, and coin 669,034

other bills.... 993,112
Total .£34,424,338 Total .£34,424,336

Galapagos Island*.
OrAKO. FtTKOHASK BY THI UNIHD BTATB8 GOVERN¬
MENT.OEM. TILLAMIL.8ENATOH BXNJAMIN, ETC.

TO THH RDITOR or TUK HUiALD.
All mnst admit, Mr. Editor, that if public journals

were to publish nothing except what they knew person^
ally and in detail to bo correct, they would often bo
obliged to send forth a meagre sheet for the amusement or
instruction of their readers. The press of this city, and
their various correspondents, principally from Washing¬
ton, have fully illustrated this fact, in their varied com¬
mentaries and speculations about tho Galapagos Islands.

A public journal must give rumor as well as fact. The
very commentary based on rumor often elicits truth.
One journal asserts and another denies the purchase

of these islands by the United States, for the round sura
of thro* millions of dollars.a h'gh price for etcoria, de¬
composed lava, and extinct volcanoes. One asserts most
positively that the guano is worthless, because the fre¬
quent and heavy rains at the islands have evaporated all
the ammonia from it; while another with equal confi¬
dence declares that the article can never be used for ag¬
ricultural purposes, from the fact that no rain falling on
the gronp, the guano is overcharged with ammonia. One
distinguished savan (I think his communication appear¬
ed in the Timet ) admits the value of the islands alone
on account of th* *ea turtle at certain seasons to be
found on the shore; when the truth is, the world-re¬
nowned terrapin found only in this locality, is a land, and
not a sea animal. One has studied volcanoes, and main¬
tains that the inlands produce nothing but lava, cinders
and ashes; while another of more hopeful temperament,
Is quite sure that lizards constitute the main crop. There
is one point, however, on which all the disputants seem
to accord in perfect harmony; R Is this.that there can
be no guano on the islands, after all, because there are
few birds to be found there at the present time; while
the truth is every deposite of guano lound in the Pacific
is to-day precisely what ft was in the days of tho Inoas;the agencies which produced them have lung sinoe dis
appeared.
The discussion of these matters, however, is harm¬

less, sometimes amusing, sad may be useful. The onlyobjectionable part is, the motives imputed to General
Villanill and Senator Benjamin. To correct these im¬
putations is the sol» object of this brief article.
A few of the facts:
Genersl Villa mil does own Charles Island, with ten or

twelve thousand head of cattle on it. Ho did diocover
guano, and in due form miidc the denunciation nod so-
cured bis rights to the same, on the whole group, before
he came to the United States in the capacity ot Charge;but he did not know at that time the quality, nor towhat extent the guano abounded. On the 27th day of
October 1863, he did make a formal conveyance of fourfifths of this interest to the following named persons:.*J. Mason, John A. Corwin, William HolUster and S. W.Johnston. At this time the extent and value of ths

Sunno w»re unknown. It is true these gentlemen dMut little.some of them nothing but they issued not-crip, and, like honorable men, they all reconvened,with the exception of Mr. Hollister, who still acts withthe General.
It is true that Captain De Brissot, of New Orleaus, iucompliance with the wishes of Gcueral Tiliamil, did pro¬ceed. in ths summer and fall of 1853, with a party, andat much labor and expense, did complete . thoroughexploration of the islands, making charts and sketchesof the same, and announced the result to the Generalin . letter, of which the following is a copy .Nk'v Orleans, April 12, 1854.Gkkfral Jom Villamii., Minister from Ecuador, Wash¬ington.
Sir.I have the pleasure to inform you of my returnto this city, after having tzplored the places you point,ed out to me. and some others on the Galapagos Island*,and tte result of the exploration is that you have on theislands elevrn deposits of guano one of which is aboutsix mile* Iocs, over one mile wide and over one hundredfe«t deep. I have brought with uiea sample, taken two*,ty-seven feet deep, which is quite as good as the 1'eru-vlan guano. Cerro Colorado, on your ova island, con¬tains guano, but In small quantity. On your arrivalhere lrhall make you acquaint*] witn all the particu-Jars of this Important discovery..1 remrfln, tir, very respectfully, your ob't sev't.,JULIUS DE BRISSOT.
On receipt of this intelligence General Vlllamil lost notime in returning to Gaayaquil. From that place thewitter received a letter trom him, in which he *ay«:."I fir.il the government well dUpo-ed towards me, and1 have been arranging many matters. The President otthe republic ha* placed at in; disposal a stealer, iawhich I shall proceed Immediately to make a thoroughexamination in person or all the islands, Ik."
Owing to an accident to the rudder of the steamer,the Gineral did not complete the object of his vinlt, audhis next letter to the writer wan dated at sea, August2, on his return to Guayaquil, in which, among other

matters, he fays:.
"1 herewith send you by Adams' Express a sample of

uuano, of which there are milionei de lonnladnt. Havo
it rarefully assayed, and if found good, yon may atonc«

authorize all veshele going round the Horn to Chill, Bo-
liTia. Peru, Granada, Mexico and California, ami which
desire return freights, to proceed at once, after discharg¬
ing their cargoes, to the Galapagos and load wiin-
guano." .

The interests which De Rrlssot and friends were to
have wire not as yet, among other matters, defini¬
tively arranged, and in the next letter from the General,dated Guayaquil. September 27, he saya:."You mayb»ve heard that Senator Rcnjamin baa left New Orleans
with the view of arranging with the government of Ecua-
rforand myself respecting tin* rights or claimR of De Bris-
sot, who made tbe exploration of the Islands. This t*
already done lo my satisfaction. Tbefintereati of De Bris-
sot are secure without injuring mine, and consequents
youra. Mr. De B. haa done well In hia most thoroughexplorations; the guano abonnds in Mini table quanti¬
ty I shall make it a point of honor to see justice done
him."
The General mentioned further, that he and Mr. Ben¬

jamin would leave the next day for Quito.the seat of

fovemment.and hia next letter la datsd (<ulto, Oct. 17,
t64, in which be remarks:." Everything ia satiafacto-

rily arranged, or in a few days will be. I shall soon re¬
turn to Guayaquil, and shall proceed at aa early day to
the islands, in the capacity of Governor and Commander,
with a detachment of troops, and a steam vesael at mydisposal if required. The vessels, when sent out, should
bring tools.wheelbarrows, Ac .for loading; also 1 want
a number of small framed wooden houses, ready to put
up on arrival Besides yout interest, you will be allow¬
ed a commission, the same or more liberal than is given
by the Peruvian government to the agent of the Chineha
Islands in I.ondoa," Ac.

If there has been any formal treaty for the
purchase of these islands by the United Mates,
tbe writer has no knowledge of It, nor eao
he perceive any special reason wby there should be,
Po far from the truth is the charge, no doubt inconsider¬
ately made, against General Vlllamil and Senator Ben¬
jamin, of having some grand scheme of speculation In
view, by the issue and sale of stock, that the formation
of a company has not even been entertained.
The quality of the gnaao is found by tbe moet careful

analysis to t* the same as that from the Chlaehae.the
quantity Is probably much larger. It la .possible that
some arrangement has been made with the Ecuadorean
government so far as to secure tbe protection of citl-
tens of tbe United States, so far as they may be con¬
cerned in this commercial matter. By informal inquirymade at Washington, it was ascertained that this pro¬tection would be extended when required, and that, too,before any rumor ah to purchase reached this country.What business shape this matter may assume or un¬
dergo, or tbe part, If any. tbe writer may take In it, era
points in reference to which he feels but little concern.
Whether tbe guano haa too much or too little amm»a<a,
or whether phosphate of lime Is the sole or principalingredient that imparte value to It, are fair matters of
investigation by those who think the question has not
been settled. The writer bas before him a letter from
aa (minent merchant residing ia the western part ef
Kngland, dated Colliagton. Dec. 6, ISM, ia which ha
says "there will he great rejoiclag among the agrlculturists when it becomes known that a discovery of guanohas I* en made oa tbe Galapagos inland*, of such largo
extent. If found equal to the Peruvian, it will be tha
greatest boon for Kaglaad that can possibly be bestowed
.even make compenaat on for the horrid war with
Russia."
The gross sale of gnaao frosn the Chlac.ha Inlands la

England and the United states, is probably over, rather
tbsn under, fifteen millions of dollars per annum. If it
be still an experiment, it is certainly an expensive one.
How far it is likely la become a mutter of aational im¬
portance ia tbe United States, the writer haa tekea but
little pains to inquire In tbe use of the article our far¬
mers will coosalt their own iatereats. The 'apply, If it
can be had, mast follow tbe demand.not precede itj
and should Its are become a necessity to a large porttoa
of tbe lands bordering on the Atlantic, tbe oonnfry wilt
owe a <"«bt of gratitude to (.eaeral Vlllamil. aad many
tbanks to henator Beajsmia. Tbe Utter will eooa take
bla seat ia the Peaate, aad caaaaswer for hlmaslf wheth¬
er or not anything haa been proposed or done. A mora
fitting oecaaioa may offer to speak of General Villamil
He is loved, honored and respected In tha republic of tbe
Ecuador, la which be baa lived so long and aervad aa
galltatly aad faithfully In peace and ia war. If there la
one motive in bis heart stronger thaa another, it la tba
noble ambition to awlure aad complete aa enterprie*
that than coafer lasting beneflte on tbe country that,
gave him b rth

I do not, Mr, Kditoi deem it rt»c*e*ary to <bi ndr my
t. n.« fen the puol.; *hUe. a* atOT'Svn'l n! I pla^a
||at j iisyo-'Vn,


